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making use of the peculiar form of his shipping, secured
himself in the shoals. The accounts of this fight, as of all
the others, are various; but the Dutch writers themselves
confess, that they lost eight men of war, and more than
twenty merchant ships; and, it is probable, that they suf-
fered much more than they are willing to allow, for
these repeated defeats provoked the common people to
riots and insurrections, and obliged the states to ask,
though ineffectually, for peace.

In April following, the form of government in England,
was changed, and the supreme authority assumed by Crom-
well ; upon which occasion Blake, with his associates, de-
clared that, notwithstanding the change in the administra-
tion, they should still be ready to discharge their trust, and
to defend the nation from insults, injuries, and encroach-
ments. " It is not," said Blake, " the business of a sea-
man to mind state affairs, but to hinder foreigners from
fooling us." This was the principle from which he never
deviated, and which he always endeavoured to inculcate
in the fleet, as the surest foundation of unanimity and
steadiness. " Disturb not one another with domestick
disputes, but remember that we are English, and our
enemies are foreigners. Enemies ! which, let what party
soever prevail, it is equally the interest of our country to
humble and restrain."

After the 30th of April, 1653, Blake, Monk, and Dean
sailed out of the English harbours with one hundred men
of war, and finding the Dutch with seventy sail on their
own coasts, drove them to the Texel, and took fifty dog-
gers. Then they sailed northward in pursuit of Van
Trump, who, having a fleet of merchants under his con-
voy, durst not enter the Channel, but steered towards the
Sound, and, by great dexterity and address, escaped the
three English admirals, and brought all his ships into their
harbour; then, knowing that Blake was still in the north,
came before Dover, and fired upon that town, but was
driven off by the castle.

Monk and Dean stationed themselves again at the mouth
of the Texel, and blocked up the Dutch in their own'ports